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Yoine Wl for an %m(%’é@@”m

Our Seventeenth Annual Victorian Holiday Dinner will be
Saturday, December 10, 2011, at the Hawkins House.
Dinner will be served beginning at 6:30pm. The entrees
offered are Organic Roast Chicken, Beef Bourguignon, or [
Scottish Salmon Fillet. Dinner will include an appetizer,
salad, entrée, dessert and beverages. The donation is $45 |}
per person (gratuities not included).

For reservations, please call Helen Kalbach, at 631.924.2342. Checks may be
made payable to the Yaphank Historical Society and sent to P.O. Box 111, Yaphank,
NY 11980. When making reservations, please specify the entrée selection for each
reservation and the name of each attendee.

S 1555 Christrnas at the Lawling House

Come to the Hawkins House on December 17, and

| celebrate an 1855 Christmas with the Hawkins family. The
House will be decorated for the holidays and the family will
~| be busy with holiday activities - visiting with friends and

@ family, decorating, singing Christmas carols, baking cookies
%4 and generally enjoying the season.

Tickets will be $10.00 each for adults and $5.00 each for
children from 4 to 12 years old. Children will especially like seeing how the holiday
was celebrated long ago. Tours will run continuously from 1:00— 4:00pm and
tickets will be sold at the door.

CALENDAR

NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING - Thursday, November 17, 7:30pm, Hawkins House. The
meaeting will be a working session for the 1855 Christmas event. There will be no guest
speaker. Member volunieers are needed for: holiday cookies, decorations, and costumes.
DINNER and DUSTING — Saturday, November 19, 10:00am — 4:00pm, Hawkins House. Two
hours of cleaning, dusting, polishing furniture, cleaning windows, etc., sometime during the
day entitles you to enjoy a spaghetti dinner. Call 631.924.2241 and leave a message if you
plan to attend so there will be plenty of spaghetti and meatballs. Dinner is at 5:00pm.
VICTORIAN HOLIDAY DINNER - Saturday, December 10, 6:30pm, Hawkins House
Donation is $45 per person. Reservations: call Helen Kalbach at 631-924-2342. See above.
AN 1855 CHRISTMAS at the HAWKINS HOUSE - Saturday, December 17, 1:00-4:00pm.
Donation is $10 per person; $5 children. Tickets available at the door. See details above.
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Letter from the President

The Yaphank Historic Society is wrapping up our restoration of the Mary Louise Booth house. We have some
windows to finish (as we get the money), some exterior trim needs to be done and a new roof needs to be put on.
Woe will, of course, continue to furnish the house with period-appropriate pieces.

Our next project will be the restoration of the Homan-Gerard house. This house is on the National Register of
Historic Places and it is #1 on the Suffolk County list to be restored. The County is looking for a restoration architect
to begin work on this project. The Yaphank Historical Society has permission to begin the cleanup of the grounds
around the house and we intend to get started shortly. We will use volunteers from the Society as well as the labor
from the Suffolk County Sheriff Department’s Vocational Training Program. The grounds need to be cleaned up and
a lot of the wood and the debris from the old porches and the summer kitchen need to be removed and saved when
possible. We need to do this work before the architect can access the building.

The Homan-Gerard house has been neglected for quite some time; it is about time it gets the attention that it
deserves. We are going to restore it to its original glory and it will become another part of the Yaphank Historic
District to be used as a museum. There were barns and various out buildings that went along with the house. These
buildings have collapsed, but the foundations are still good and we would hope that someday we will be able to
restore them and add them to the Historic District.

Lotlent Ressler

Special thanks goes to Louise M. Timms , Assistant Vice | | Funds for this newsletter were provided by the Suffolk
President of the People's United Bank in Rocky Point County Legislature, Kate Browning, 3rd Legislative District.
for featuring a display of Yaphank Historical Society |

Restoration Projects and Membership Information. Thank You !

We Need Your Help

Do you have any old photos, letters, postcards, drawings, or paintings that have relevance to Yaphank in the
time period of 1726 - 1900 ? We are looking to add to our historical archives by scanning and preserving these
items as vital historical records for our community. Also any items such as menus, programs, old invoices, school
pictures, public notices... these might be just the missing items needed when trying to piece together past events
and lives that made our community what it was then and is now. We are planning on setting up a “scanning day”,
probably in January, 2012, when owners can bring in the materials and wait while they are processed and returned
to them. Contact: Karen Mouzakes, at (631) 924-3974.
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A Stepping Stone From the Past

by Karen Mouzakes

In January of 1896, the Brooklyn Eagle Newspaper announced plans for a
new Children’s Home to replace the one and one half story structure
known as the Yaphank Hotel, which was purchased by Suffolk County in
1879 to be used as an orphanage. The orphanage was over seventy-five

years old, stood very close to the railroad tracks, and was part of an eighty-

acre parcel. The new “Children’s Home"” would be built further north on

the property for no more than five thousand dollars. The new site would

Suffolk County Children's Home

place the Children’s Home across the

street from the Suffolk County Almshouse. The little schoolhouse that served
the original orphanage would be moved adjacent to the new Children’s Home

and Miss Sarah Higgins would continue on as teacher there.

When the new Suffolk County Children’s Home opened in 1896, it housed
forty children and it was the goal of the Matron Mrs. Wheeler that “...children
be educated and trained in the habits of industry until homes can be found for
them in private families.” The ages of the orphans ranged from two to sixteen

years old. It cost Suffolk County eighty-four cents a week for each child.

Some Yaphank families took in children from the home, including Clara

Woeeks who raised four children at her house, “The Lilacs.” In 1900, the New Matron Elfreda Von Hassel c. 1914
. L. ) ] ] {donated by George Weitzel)

York Charities Association had placed seventeen children in private homes, but
fifty-nine still remained. By 1919, the Children’s Home was considered a “firetrap” and the remaining children were
removed and put into foster care. The building was to be used “temporarily” as an Infirmary for the Almshouse
across the street. The Infirmary was used for the next eighteen years. It closed in 1935 when the new brick Suffolk
County Home was built. The old Infirmary (formally Children’s Home) eventually

' burned.

A few years ago, a partially buried, carriage stepping stone inscribed

4| “Children’s Home” was found in an open field on Yaphank Avenue by Sheriff Tony

Tucci. He dug out the stone and arranged for it to be placed at the Robert H.
=l Hawkins House. It will remain there as a remembrance of the many orphans who
Children’s Home Carriage arrived at the Suffolk County Children’s Home and stepped down from a carriage

Sepping:Stong onto that stone to begin a new life.
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Appraisal Tea

On Sunday, September 18, the Society hosted our third annual appraisal tea, Tea and
Treasures. More than 25 guests gathered at the Hawkins House with antiques and/for artifacts in
| hand to spend a pleasant afternoon sharing light refreshments and tea and to have their treasure
appraised. After tea and goodies were served in the dining room, all attendees gathered in the
library to share in the discovery of each appraisal. This year we saw a wide variety of items,

“Magic Lantern projector” with a number of sets of glass slides (shows using this technology
were popular in the 1800’s), a “piano doll”, a set of very old

Lorraine and Lois Miniature wooden dolls from Germany called “Old Woman Who

Lived in a Shoe”, and a few pieces of rare china.

Lorraine Buckley, a member and long-time antiques dealer, and Lois Howe, a
Northport Historical Society member and manager of their gift shop, provided ¥ gt
interesting information and an approximate value for each item. As usual, everyone [S === £51J
enjoyed this event and we are already looking forward to next year when we will no l‘,t o
doubt be surprised by what treasures show up. Tifie for Tes5

Field Trip to The Manor of St. George

On September 16 several members of the Society, along with Richard Martin and Eric Crater of the Suffolk
County Parks Historic Services, visited the Manor of St. George in Mastic. The Manor is situated off William Floyd
Parkway and quite near Smith’s Point Park. The 127-acre waterfront property is well off the highway and is reached
at the end of a long wooded road. The Manor, and surrounding property, became a public museum and park in
1955. The long family line to occupy The Manor of St. George came to an
end in 1954 with the death of Miss Eugenie Smith. And as the brochure
states, the Manor “constitutes an important chapter in the history of
these United States and the Colonies that preceded them—a span of 261
years.” Most of those who lived the history of the Manor of St. George
over nearly 300 years are interred in the family burial grounds close by
the Manor House.

The original Lord of the Manor was William Tangier Smith. Based on
his service to the King, he received a land grant from King William &
Queen Mary in 1693, encompassing approximately 100,000 acres in
Brookhaven township, stretching from the Long Island Sound in the north
to the Great South Bay in the south. Initially, a small house was built on
the land and other structures were added to the land as the need arose.
A larger, more elaborate structure was added to the original house in the early 1700’s and served as the main house
from then on.

Our tour through the Manor was led by Jeanne DeVito, manager and main docent at the estate. The Manor has
been well maintained, the rooms are furnished nicely, and in the old part of the Manor, the kitchen contains many
old and interesting tools and items used by the early residents of the Manor. Several outbuildings, as well as the
earlier-mentioned cemetery containing the graves of William Smith and family members, are located on the grounds
and can be enjoyed while strolling the expansive lawns.

A comprehensive booklet is given to visitors which details the long history of the Manor. A genealogy chartin the
library shows the interaction between the Floyd family and the Smith family. These marriages and relations are all
part of the historically important area of Mastic. Our members found the chart very interesting since an earlier visit
to the Floyd Estate had indicated connections from that family to Yaphank.

T

Docent Jean DeVito guides vsitors through
the Manor of St. George.







